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Abstract

This study highlights the role of cadastral surveying in the Bordj Bou Arréridj region
during the colonial period (1839-1900) as a tool employed by the French administration to
reorganize land ownership and strengthen control over land resources. The surveying process
included the production of maps, the identification of property boundaries, and the
subdivision of land, thereby facilitating the implementation of colonial legislation related to
private property and land expropriation.

The study shows that cadastral surveying was not merely a technical procedure, but rather
a political and economic instrument that contributed to the expansion of European settlement
and the appropriation of Algerian land. This resulted in profound socio-economic
transformations in the region, particularly the decline of tribal authority and the worsening
living conditions of the local population.

Cadastral surveying thus constituted a key mechanism for consolidating colonial
domination and organizing rural space in accordance with French interests, leaving long-
lasting impacts on the region’s land tenure system and social structure.

Keywords: Land policy; cadastral surveying; Bordj Bou Arréridj region; Mokrani Revolt.
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