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Abstract :

Digital evidence is considered one of the fundamental
means of proof in contemporary criminal cases, due to the
increasing prevalence of technology-related crimes. Most
modern legal systems have recognized its evidentiary value,
including Algerian legislation, provided that it is collected
lawfully and by a competent authority, while ensuring its
integrity against tampering or alteration, and complying with
both technical and procedural safeguards during its
extraction.

Although criminal judges are granted discretionary power to
evaluate any evidence presented before them—based on the
principle of free evaluation of evidence—this freedom is not
absolute. The legislator has imposed certain limitations, both
statutory and grounded in general legal principles, to ensure
the reliability and admissibility of digital evidence in
accordance with the law and to safeguard the guarantees of a
fair trial.
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