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English Summary:

This study examines the reformist activity of Sheikh Abdelhalim Ben
Smaya in Algeria during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, within
the context of French colonialism, which was accompanied by the weakening of
Islamic education, attempts to limit the spread of the Arabic language, and the
reduction of the role of religious institutions .

The study highlights Ben Smaya's academic formation and his intellectual
influences from prominent scholars of his time. It then proceeds to explore the
embodiment of his reformist project through his teaching work at the Thaalibiyya
School and the Great Mosque, adopting an approach based on connecting religion
with reality. The study reveals the manifestations of this project through his call
for the pursuit of knowledge, his defense of the Arabic language, his advocacy for
women's education, and his opposition to what he considered superstitions and
innovations. Furthermore, it addresses his stances of resistance, reflected in his
opposition to the naturalization law, the Indigenous Code, and compulsory
military conscription. Sheikh Abdelhalim Ben Smaya dedicated most of his life
to reformist work until his death in 1933 .

Keywords: Abdelhalim Ben Smaya, reform movement, French colonization,
education, identity.



