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Summary:

The Arabic language is facing growing challenges in the age of widespread social
media use, particularly on platforms like Facebook and Instagram. New forms of
communication have emerged that blend Modern Standard Arabic, local dialects,
and foreign languages, along with the use of symbols and abbreviations—reducing
the visibility of formal Arabic in the digital space. This study explores how Arabic
is used by the university community on these two platforms, combining both
theoretical and field research. It aimed to assess the levels of language use, analyze
the phenomenon of linguistic mixing, and measure awareness of the importance of
preserving Standard Arabic. The findings show that Facebook tends to have a more
formal tone and is more commonly used by faculty and staff, while Instagram is
dominated by informal use among students, featuring widespread use of "Arabizi"
(Arabic written in Latin script) and emojis. The study also revealed a significant
decline in the use of Standard Arabic in favor of dialects and foreign languages,
despite users expressing some awareness of the need to protect the Arabic language.
This highlights the need for concrete efforts to promote the use of formal Arabic in
digital spaces.

Keywords :The Arabic langauge, Social Media, University Community,

Interference, Arabic, local dialects, foreign languages, Arabizi, digital Discourse.



