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Abstract  

The Polluter Pays Principle is a legal principle with an economic 

dimension, representing a modern concept of civil liability related to 

environmental protection. According to this principle, the polluter is held 

responsible whether their activity is lawful or unlawful, and this responsibility 

arises simply from the existence of damage affecting environmental safety. 

From an economic perspective, this principle embodies the idea endorsed by the 

Earth Summit regarding sustainable development—that is, achieving economic 

development while respecting the environment. The principle mandates that 

polluting entities bear the costs incurred by public authorities for pollution 

prevention or remediation, thereby ensuring the preservation of a healthy and 

acceptable environment. 

Keywords: Polluter Pays Principle, environmental civil liability, 

environmental damage, environmental costs 


