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Summary:

The principle of party autonomy is the primary criterion in determining the
applicable law for contractual obligations in international relationships, provided that
there is a genuine connection between the chosen law and the contracting parties or
the contract itself. In the absence of such a choice, the law of the common domicile or
common nationality of the contracting parties serves as a secondary criterion. If that is
not possible, the law of the place where the contract was concluded is applied, with
the exception of real estate contracts, which are subject to the law of the location of
the property.

As for the form of the contract, contractual obligations are subject to the law of the
place of conclusion, the common law of the parties, their common nationality, or the
law governing the substance of the contract.

The Algerian legislator has enshrined these principles in Articles 18 and 19 of the Civil
Code.

Keywords: Conflict of laws / Contractual obligations / Law of the parties’ will /

Common nationality / Common domicile / Place of conclusion / Applicable law.
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