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Abstract:

This study aims to identify behavioral disorders among children of working mothers
and to examine the relationship between maternal employment and the emergence of
maladaptive behavioral patterns in children. It also seeks to highlight the main familial and
social factors that may influence children's behavior in the context of mothers' occupational
absence from the home environment.

To achieve these objectives, a qualitative clinical approach was adopted, based on an in-
depth case study design involving a purposive sample of two cases aged between 7 and 11
years. Data were collected using two instruments: the semi-structured clinical interview and
the Family Drawing Test developed by Louis Corman.

The study yielded the following findings:

- The presence of behavioral disorders was identified among children of working
mothers.

- Aggressive behavior was found to represent a reactive response to feelings of
frustration resulting from inadequate emotional attention and affective deprivation.

- Oppositional behavior and resistance to parental authority were prevalent among the
children and were interpreted as means of expressing rejection or signaling unmet needs for
care and attention.

- Lying and fantasy-based escapism were identified as defensive mechanisms used by
children to alleviate psychological distress and compensate for the emotional deprivation
associated with maternal absence.

Keywords: Behavioral Disorders; Oppositional Behavior; Aggression; Lying.
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