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Abstract:

This study aimed to identify the level of existential vacuum among
individuals of unknown parentage residing at the Female Child Assistance
Institution in the Province of Sétif and to explore the major psychological
manifestations associated with this population. To achieve the objectives of the
study, a mixed-methods approach was employed due to its suitability for the
nature of the research. The study was conducted on two (02) cases of individuals
of unknown parentage during the 2025/2026 academic year, selected through
purposive sampling.

Within the framework of this methodology, the researchers utilized a set
of research instruments, including: the clinical interview, the Machover Draw-
A-Person Test, and the Existential Vacuum Scale developed by the researchers.
Following data collection, statistical analyses were performed using SPSS
software (Version 26), employing various statistical techniques for data
processing and analysis.

, the findings revealed the following:

« Ahigh level of existential vacuum was found among the studied cases.

« The clinical interview revealed that the cases suffered from feelings of
loneliness, emotional deprivation, and a loss of sense of belonging.

. The Draw-A-Person Test indicated psychological signs reflecting anxiety,
psychological insecurity, low self-esteem, and introversion.

Keywords: existential vacuum, loss of meaning and purpose, existential
boredom, self and social alienation, despair and meaninglessness, individuals of
unknown parentage, Machover Draw-A-Person Test.
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