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The May 8, 1945 Massacres are regarded as one of the most significant
historical milestones in the development of the Algerian national movement.
They have received considerable attention in Arab historiography, which has
addressed them from both historical and analytical perspectives, considering
them a decisive turning point in the relationship between the Algerian people
and French colonial rule. Arab studies have emphasized that these massacres
were the outcome of political and social tensions resulting from the policies of
repression and discrimination adopted by the colonial administration. These
writings further underline that the peaceful demonstrations that took place in the
cities of Sétif, Guelma, and Kherrata on May 8, 1945, during which protesters
raised slogans demanding freedom and independence, were met with brutal
colonial repression in which France employed various forms of military force,
leading to the deaths of thousands of civilians. Moreover, most Arab analyses
maintain that these events exposed the hypocrisy of French claims regarding
liberty and human rights and contributed to the collapse of the idea of
integration and political reform, thereby reinforcing among Algerians the belief
that independence could only be achieved through armed struggle, which
subsequently paved the way for the outbreak of the Algerian Revolution. Arab
historians, including Abu al-Qasim Saadallah and Yahya Bouaziz, relied on
historical documents and eyewitness accounts to highlight the human and
political dimensions of these massacres, considering them a colonial crime that
left profound and lasting effects on the Algerian national memory

Keywords: ................ e e, e e,
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