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Abstract:
This dissertation analyzes and studies the manifestations of critical approaches in the book

“Ancient Algerian Literature — A Study in the Roots” by Dr. Abdelmalek Mortad, focusing on
three main approaches: the historical approach, the artistic (aesthetic) approach, and the
integrative approach. In the first chapter, the researcher examines the historical method as an
entry point to uncover the roots of Algerian literature and its development through the ages,
highlighting the historical and social contexts surrounding the texts and showing Mortad's
effort to understand literary phenomena within their temporal framework. The second chapter
is dedicated to the artistic approach, focusing on the aesthetic aspects of the texts through four
levels: the poetics of language, formal dialogism, spatial dialogism, and rhythmic dialogism.
This method is applied analytically to the poem "Dhikr al-Mawt" (Remembrance of Death) by
Bakkar bin Hammad, revealing Mortad's deep critical and artistic sense. The third chapter
addresses the integrative approach, which combines context and form, confirming Mortad’s
comprehensive vision in approaching the literary text, without separating history, art, and
meaning. The dissertation concludes that Mortad succeeded in employing these methodologies
with an integrated critical perspective, reflecting academic depth and awareness of the

uniqueness of ancient Algerian literature, making his book a key reference in traditional literary
studies.

Keywords: Critical approaches, Algerian literature, literary text analysis.
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