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Abstract:

This study aims to shed light on the issue of institutional mechanisms for protecting
competition in Algeria. Given the importance of competition and its control in the market, the
legislator has consistently issued laws and legislation, most notably Order 03-03 on competition,
through which a set of practices were prohibited due to their impact or potential impact on
competition and their harm to institutions and economic operators alike. Hence, the legislator has
surrounded them with mechanisms aimed at intervening to suppress and control these practices,
beginning with the Competition Council, established by laws and legislation. This Council is
considered an independent authority with a diverse human composition that exercises its powers
specified in the Competition Law. It is an effective mechanism for regulating economic activity,
with the aim of protecting fair and transparent competition in the market, as well as protecting
consumers and the national economy. It follows specific procedures to confront and suppress
practices that restrict competition and unlicensed aggregations. It is considered the public authority
for regulating and protecting competition, alongside other regulatory authorities, which in turn have
powers in this area, the most recent of which is the Ministry of Commerce and its affiliated
departments, both domestically and internationally. This body, as a traditional administration, plays
a role in ensuring market control. Finally, we find The Competition Council was entrusted with the
task of regulating and protecting competition, even though the same duties were assigned to the
administrative body originally entrusted with the task of regulation, oversight, and enforcement,
represented by the executive authority within the Ministry of Commerce.

Keywords: Institutional mechanisms, Competition Council, Ministry of Commerce, anticompetitive
practices, abuse.
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