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Abstract:

The present study aims to investigate the nature of psychic functioning (psychic economy)
among individuals with substance use disorders. The study sample comprised three cases
clinical cases recruited from the Specialized Center for Addiction Treatment (Center
Intermédiaire de Soins en Addictologie) in the Wilaya of Bordj Bou Arréridj. Utilizing a
clinical approach based on the case study design, data collection instruments included clinical
interviews and the Thematic Apperception Test (TAT). Following quantitative and qualitative
analyses of the data, and in light of relevant theoretical frameworks and prior literature, the
study yielded the following findings:

- The psychic functioning of individuals with addiction is characterized by structural
diversity, oscillating between fragile (borderline) organization and mixed functioning.

- The projective production of the participants on the Thematic Apperception Test (TAT)
reveals a predominance of defense mechanisms, most notably repression, denial, and
identification.

Keywords: Psychic Functioning, Addiction, Defense Mechanisms.
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