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The relationship between Emir abdelkader and Britain was not newly
established rather it was preceded by a longstanding connection between the

regency of Algiers and Britain, which had passed through several historical
phases Emir abdelkader prioritized forging diplomatic relations with foreign
powers _ particularly Britain = in order to gain support against French
colonialism, taking advantage of the historical enmity between Britain and
France.

Emir abdelkader’s efforts to establish a new relationship with the Britain
began in the context of his interactions with Morocco, the region along with its



RSk

monarch, played a significant role in supporting the Emir both militarily and
materially, as well as in facilitating his communication with the British from
there the Emir was able to establish contact with the personal envoy and sent
several letters to the British monarch and to the consul in fez These letters
included by the Emir to the British government aiming to form an alliance
against The french.

However, the British response to the Emir resistance was negative British
adopted a stance of neutrality and inaction, despite having previously been the
only European power that had opposed the French colonization of Algeria this
shift in policy was driven by several factors that caused Britain to redirect its
interests from north Africa to East Asia largely to avoid political and military
confrontation with France especially in light of the escalating tensions between
the two during that period Britain officially lost its interests along the Algerian
coast following France’s consolidation of power in the region consequently
Britian attention shifted toward Morocco territory which Britian considered to
be within its sphere of influence.

This strategic redirection influenced Britian’s position regarding the aid
provided by the Morocco sultan to Emir abdelkader fearing French aggression
against Morocco Britian took a cautious stance thereby clarifying its official
position regarding Emir abdelkader resistance.
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