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Abstract:

The Algerian legislator places great importance on the protection of cultural heritage,
given its symbolic and historical value as a representation of the nation's identity and
continuity. Law No. 98-04 on the protection of cultural heritage, as amended and
supplemented, establishes a set of punitive provisions aimed at deterring acts that harm
cultural property, whether through vandalism, smuggling, illicit trafficking, or negligence.
The law provides for various criminal penalties proportional to the severity of the offenses
committed and assigns a central role to the competent authorities—particularly judicial police
services and customs administration—in combating these crimes. This reflects the national
will to enhance the protection of cultural heritage through a strict and effective legal

approach.

Keywords: Cultural heritage, criminal protection, Law 98-04, criminalization,

smuggling, cultural property.




