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Summary :

During the COVID-19 crisis, Algeria witnessed a widespread proliferation
of illegal speculation, as speculators exploited the crisis to make
substantial profits at the expense of citizens. This compelled Algerian
authorities to intervene by enacting strict and deterrent legislation,
namely Law No. 15-21 concerning the combat against illegal speculation,
aimed at tackling all forms of speculation seeking to create shortages or
disruptions in the market.

This law includes a range of mechanisms focusing on preventing all
forms of illegal speculation. These mechanisms encompass preventive
measures to enhance state or local government intervention, activate the
role of civil society and the media, in addition to procedural mechanisms.
The law also incorporates a set of punitive measures, including penalties
more severe than those stipulated in criminal law, whether primary or
supplementary penalties, applicable to both natural and legal persons.



