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Summary

Until recent years, personal data would not have been vulnerable
to attack were it not for the widespread use of information
technology to create and automate files related to it. This approach
has facilitated access, organization, and management of such data,
which can sometimes lead to the unlawful conduct of these

operations.

Despite the sensitive nature of this data, as it constitutes an
integral part of the privacy of individuals, it has not received any
significant criminal protection. Despite the issuance of several legal
texts, whether related to information technology or privacy, they

have not referred to personal data as a right requiring protection.

This legal vacuum remained in place until the issuance of Law No.
18-07 of June 10, 2018, concerning the protection of natural
persons in the processing of personal data. The law aims to frame

the legal protection of individuals' private lives and preserve their

reputation, honor, and the dignity of their families. It requires the
explicit consent of the person concerned for the use of their
personal data, in accordance with the principles of the Algerian
Constitution. This law, through its articles, addresses the basic
principles of personal data protection, which are enforced by the
National Authority for the Protection of Personal Data. The latter
enjoys a set of powers that allow it to apply administrative and

criminal provisions to preserve the privacy of personal data.
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